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QUESTION 1

Nutritionist: Recent studies show that the height of the average American has increased 2 inches in the past 10 years,
lending support to the view that modern foods stimulate growth. The argument would be strengthened by pointing out
that 

A. statistical studies were done on which foods were eaten 

B. modern foods are unhealthy 

C. all average heights are increasing 

D. comparisons have been studied in control groups E. there is no such thing as an average American 

Correct Answer: D 

Options [modern foods are unhealthy] and [there is no such thing as an average American] weaken the argument,
option [statistical studies were done on which foods were eaten] repeats the argument, and [all average heights are
increasing] makes no sense, since" average height" is a single composite of all heights. 

 

QUESTION 2

Passage 

(1) 

[1] Positive thinking sounds useful on the surface. [2] But "positive thinking" is also a soft and fluffy term that is easy to
dismiss. [3] But those views may be changing. [4] Research is beginning to reveal that positive thinking is about much
more than just being happy or displaying an upbeat attitude. [5] Positive thoughts can actually create real value in your
life and help you build skills that last much longer than a smile. [6] The impact of positive thinking on your work, your
health, and your life is being studied by researchers, one of whom is Barbara Fredrickson. [7] Fredrickson is a positive
psychology researcher at the University of North Carolina, and she published a landmark paper that provides surprising
insights about positive thinking and its impact on your skills. [8] Her work is among the most referenced and cited in her
field, and it is surprisingly useful in everyday life. 

(2) 

[9] What do negative thoughts do to your brain? [10] Let\\'s say that you\\'re walking through the forest and suddenly a
tiger steps onto the path ahead of you. [11] When this happens, your brain registers a negative emotion ?in this case,
fear. [12] Researchers have long known that negative emotions program your brain to do a specific action. [13] When
that tiger crosses your path, for example, you run. [14] The rest of the world doesn\\'t matter. [15] You are focused
entirely on the tiger, the fear it creates, and how you can get away from it. [16] In other words, negative emotions narrow
your mind and focus your thoughts. [17] At that same moment, you might have the option to climb a tree, pick up a leaf,
or grab a stick ?but your brain ignores all of those options because they seem irrelevant when a tiger is standing in front
of you. 

(3) 

[18] This is a useful instinct if you\\'re trying to save life and limb, but in our modern society, we don\\'t have to worry
about stumbling across tigers in the wilderness. [19] The problem is that your brain is still programmed to respond to
negative emotions in the same way ?by shutting off the outside world and limiting the options, you see around you. [20]
For example, when you\\'re in a fight with someone, your anger and emotion might consume you to the point where you
can\\'t think about anything else. [21] Or, when you are stressed out about everything you have to get done today, you
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may find it hard to actually start anything because you\\'re paralyzed by how long your to-do list has become. [22] In
each case, your brain closes off from the outside world and focuses on the negative emotions of fear, anger, and stress
? just like it did with the tiger. [23] Negative emotions prevent your brain from seeing the other options and choices that
surround you. [24] It\\'s your survival instinct. 

(4) 

[25] Now, let\\'s compare this to what positive emotions do to your brain. [26] This is where Barbara Fredrickson returns
to the story. [27] Fredrickson tested the impact of positive emotions on the brain by setting up a little experiment. [28]
During this experiment, she divided her research subjects into five groups and showed each group different film clips.
[29] The first two groups were shown clips that created positive emotions. [30] Group 1 saw images that created feelings
of joy. [31] Group 2 saw images that created feelings of contentment. [32] Group 3 was the control group. [33] They saw
images that were neutral and produced no significant emotion. [34] The last two groups were shown clips that created
negative emotions. [35] Group 4 saw images that created feelings of fear. [36] Group 5 saw images that created feelings
of anger. [37] Afterward, each participant was asked to imagine themselves in a situation where similar feelings would
arise and to write down what they would do. [38] Each participant was handed a piece of paper with 20 blank lines that
started with the phrase, "I would like to..." Participants who saw images of fear and anger wrote down the fewest
responses. [39] Meanwhile, the participants who saw images of joy and contentment, wrote down a significantly higher
number of actions that they would take, even when compared to the neutral group. 

(5) 

[40] In other words, when you are experiencing positive emotions like joy, contentment, and love, you will see more
possibilities in your life. [41] These findings were among the first that suggested positive emotions broaden your sense
of possibility and open your mind up to more options. [42] But that was just the beginning. [43] The benefits of positive
emotions don\\'t stop after a few minutes of good feelings subside. [44] In fact, the biggest benefit that positive emotions
provide is an enhanced ability to build skills and develop resources for use later in life. [45] Let\\'s consider a real-world
example. [46] A child who runs around outside, swinging on branches and playing with friends, develops the ability to
move athletically (physical skills), the ability to play with others and communicate with a team (social skills), and the
ability to explore and examine the world around them (creative skills). [47] In this way, the positive emotions of play and
joy prompt the child to build skills that are useful and valuable in everyday life. [48] These skills last much longer than
the emotions that initiated them. [49] Years later, that foundation of athletic movement might develop into a scholarship
as a college athlete or the communication skills may blossom into a job offer as a business manager. [50] The
happiness that promoted the exploration and creation of new skills has long since ended, but the skills themselves live
on. [51] Fredrickson refers to this as the "broaden and build" theory because positive emotions broaden your sense of
possibilities and open your mind, which in turn allows you to build new skills and resources that can provide value in
other areas of your life. 

(6) 

[52] All of this research begs the most important question of all: If positive thinking is so useful for developing valuable
skills and appreciating the big picture of life, how do you actually get yourself to be positive? [53] Recent research by
Fredrickson and her colleagues has revealed that people who meditate daily display more positive emotions that those
who do not. [54] As expected, people who meditated also built valuable long-term skills. [55] For example, three months
after the experiment was over, the people who meditated daily continued to display increased mindfulness, purpose in
life, social support, and decreased illness symptoms. 

(7) 

[56] Secondly, a study published in the Journal of Research in Personality examined a group of 90 undergraduate
students who were split into two groups. [57] The first group wrote about an intensely positive experience each day for
three consecutive days. [58] The second group wrote about a control topic. [59] Three months later, the students who
wrote about positive experiences had better mood levels, fewer visits to the health center, and experienced fewer
illnesses. 

(8) 
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[60] Positive thinking isn\\'t just a soft and fluffy feel-good term. [61] Yes, it\\'s great to simply "be happy," but those
moments of happiness are also critical for opening your mind to explore and build the skills that become so valuable in
other areas of your life. [62] Periods of positive emotion and unhindered exploration are when you see the possibilities
for how your past experiences fit into your future life, when you begin to develop skills that blossom into useful talents
later on, and when you spark the urge for further exploration and adventure. 

The passage provides information that most helps to answer all of the following questions EXCEPT? 

A. What practices can make a person develop the habit of positive thinking? 

B. What kind of physical illnesses people with negative thinking suffer from? 

C. In what manner do negative emotions affect the brain of a person? 

D. What kind of skills can a person with positive emotions develop? 

E. Whether the benefits of positive thinking are ephemeral or long-lasting? 

Correct Answer: B 

In this question, the one answer choice whose answer is not mentioned in the passage must be picked as the correct
answer. 

[What practices can make a person...?] This option is incorrect as the author has clearly mentioned the practices that
can help one develop positive thinking. Towards the end of the passage, he discusses two methods ?meditating and
writing positive thoughts in a journal ?as the practices that can help one develop this habit. 

[What kind of physical illnesses people with ...?] This option is correct as the author does not mention the physical
diseases that people with negative thinking suffer from. He certainly mentions that "the students who wrote about
positive experiences had better mood levels, fewer visits to the health center, and experienced fewer illnesses."
However, he does not mention the type of physical illnesses. 

[In what manner do negative emotions ...?] This option is incorrect because the manner in which negative thoughts
impact the brain of a person is certainly mentioned. The second paragraph of the passage discusses the impact that
negative emotions have on the human brain. 

[What kind of skills can a person...?] This option is incorrect because the skills that a person with positive thinking can
develop are mentioned in the passage. He mentions examples such as social skills, physical skills, and creative skills in
the same context. 

[Whether the benefits of positive thinking...?] This option is incorrect because the author clearly mentions that "the
benefits of positive emotions don\\'t stop after a few minutes of good feelings subside. In fact, the biggest benefit that
positive emotions provide is an enhanced ability to build skills and develop resources for use later in life." Hence, the
benefits of positive thinking are long-lasting. 

Understanding the passage In paragraph (1), the author introduces the topic of the essay. He states that positive
thinking, though sounds like a fluffy term, is much beyond that. Researcher Barbara Fredrickson has done research on
this topic and her studies find several insights about positive thinking. 

In paragraph (2), the author discusses the impact of negative thoughts on the human brain ?that they narrow one\\'s
mind and reduce the options that the brain can see. He gives the example of a tiger to reinforce the same. 

In paragraph (3), the author gives further examples to strengthen the fact that negative emotions make one shut off from
the outside world and limit one\\'s options. 

In paragraph (4), the author discusses the impact that positive emotions can have on a person. He elaborates on an
experiment conducted by Barbara Fredrickson to reinforce the same. Fredrickson divided her subjects into five groups.
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Group 1 and 2 were shown pictures that evoked positive emotions ?joy and contentment respectively. Group 3 was the
control group and was shown pictures that produced no significant emotion. Group 4 and 5 were shows pictures that
evoked negative emotions ?fear and anger. After the experiment, it was found that participants of Group 1 and 2 saw
more possibilities in their lives whereas participants of Group 4 and 5 saw fewer possibilities. 

In paragraph (5), the author explains that the benefits of positive emotions last for a lifetime. Positive thinking helps to
build skills and develop resources for use later in life. He explains the same using the example of a child playing; the
skills that a child learns while playing could help him develop valuable social, physical, and creative skills later in life. 

In paragraphs (6) and (7), the author discusses two skills that could help people develop a positive outlook ? meditating
and writing positive thoughts in a journal. 

Main point: Research and science supports that positive thinking has numerous benefits. 

 

QUESTION 3

Linda says that, as a scientist, she knows that no scientist appreciates poetry. And, since most scientists are logical, at
least some of the people who appreciate poetry are illogical. 

Which one of the following is most parallel in its reasoning to the flawed reasoning above? 

A. Ralph says that, as an expert in biology, he knows that no marsupial lays eggs. And, since most marsupials are
native to Australia, at least some of the animals native to Australia do not lay eggs. 

B. Franz says that, as a father of four children, he knows that no father wants children to eat candy at bedtime. And,
since most fathers are adults, at least some of the people who want children to eat candy at bedtime are children. 

C. Yuri says that, as a wine connoisseur, he knows that no wine aged in metal containers is equal in quality to the best
wine aged in oak. And, since most California wine is aged in metal containers, California wine is inferior to at least the
best French wine aged in oak. 

D. Xi says that, as an experienced photographer, she knows that no color film produces images as sharp as the best
black-and-white film. And, since most instant film is color film, at least some instant film produces images less sharp
than the best black-and-white film. 

E. Betty says that, as a corporate executive, she knows that no corporate executives like to pay taxes. And, since most
corporate executives are honest people, at least some people who like to pay taxes are honest people. 

Correct Answer: B 

A quick scan of the stimulus and choices reveals a remarkable similarity therein. All, for instance, begin with evidence in
the form of No A (scientists/marsupials/fathers/wine aged in metal/color film/corporate execs) are B (appreciate poetry/
lay eggs/want kids to eat candy at bedtime/is equal in quality to oak-aged wine/produces equally sharp images/like to
pay taxes). The only wrong answer that can be quickly discarded after a quick scan is [Yuri says that, as a wine
connoisseur, he knows that...]: Of the stimulus and the five choices, only option [Yuri says that, as a wine connoisseur,
he knows that...] fails to present a conclusion that includes the phrase At least some X. So this option cannot be
correct. 

 

QUESTION 4

In 1892 the Sierra Club was formed. In 1908 an area of coastal redwood trees north of San Francisco was established
as Muir Woods National Monument. In the Sierra Nevada mountains, a walking trail from Yosemite Valley to Mount
Whitney was dedicated in 1938. It is called John Muir Trail. John Muir was born in 1838 in Scotland. His family name
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means "moor," which is a meadow full of flowers and animals. John loved nature from the time he was small. He also
liked to climb rocky cliffs and walls. When John was eleven, his family moved to the United States and settled in
Wisconsin. John was good with tools and soon became an inventor. He first invented a model of a sawmill. Later he
invented an alarm clock that would cause the sleeping person to be tipped out of bed when the timer sounded. Muir left
home at an early age. He took a thousand-mile walk south to the Gulf of Mexico in 1867and 1868. Then he sailed for
San Francisco. The city was too noisy and crowded for Muir, so he headed inland for the Sierra Nevadas. When Muir
discovered the Yosemite Valley in the Sierra Nevadas, it was as if he had come home. He loved the mountains, the
wildlife, and the trees. He climbed the mountains and even climbed trees during thunderstorms in order to get closer to
the wind. He put forth the theory in the late 1860\\'s that the Yosemite Valley had been formed through the action of
glaciers. People ridiculed him. Not until 1930 was Muir\\'s theory proven correct. Muir began to write articles about the
Yosemite Valley to tell readers about its beauty. His writing also warned people that Yosemite was in danger from
timber mining and sheep ranching interests. In 1901 Theodore Roosevelt became president of the United States. He
was interested in conservation. Muir took the president through Yosemite, and Roosevelt helped get legislation passed
to create Yosemite National Park in 1906. Although Muir won many conservation battles, he lost a major one. He fought
to save the Hetch Valley, which people wanted to dam in order to provide water for San Francisco. In the late 1913 a bill
was signed to dam the valley. Muir died in 1914. Some people say losing the fight to protect the valley killed Muir. 

What did John Muir do soon after he arrived in San Francisco? 

A. He ran outside during an earthquake. 

B. He put forth a theory about how Yosemite was formed. 

C. He headed inland for the Sierra Nevadas. 

D. He began to write articles about the Sierra Nevadas. 

E. He wrote short stories for the local newspaper. 

Correct Answer: C 

 

QUESTION 5

There are exactly ten stores and no other buildings on Oak Street. On the north side of the street, from 

west to east, are stores 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9; on the south side of the street, also from west to east, are stores 

2, 4, 6, 8, and 10. The stores on the north side are located directly across the street from those on the 

south side, facing each other in pairs, as follows: 1 and 2; 3 and 4; 5 and 6; 7 and 8; 9 and 10. Each store 

is decorated with lights in exactly one of the following colors: 

green, red, and yellow. The stores have been decorated with lights according to the following conditions: 

No store is decorated with lights of the same color as those of any store adjacent to it. 

No store is decorated with lights of the same color as those of the store directly across the street from it. 

Yellow lights decorate exactly one store on each side of the street. 

Red lights decorate store 4. 

Yellow lights decorate store 5. 
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If green lights decorate store 7, then each of the following statements could be false EXCEPT: 

A. Green lights decorate store 2. 

B. Green lights decorate store 10. 

C. Red lights decorate store 8. 

D. Red lights decorate store 9. 

E. Yellow lights decorate store 2. 

Correct Answer: D 

A mini-sketch for this question should recopy what we know and add "G" to store 7. Store 9, which we knew was "G/R,"
is now definitively "R." And that\\'s it; we cannot confirm anything more on the south side. But that\\'s enough: store 9
has to be red, so option [Red lights decorate store 9.] cannot be false. Of options [Green lights decorate store 2.] and
[Yellow lights decorate store 2.], exactly one is true -- store 2 is green or yellow -- but we don\\'t know which. Store
8could be red or yellow, so [Red lights decorate store 8.] can be false. And store 10 remains uncertain, so option [Green
lights decorate store 10.] can be false too. 

 

QUESTION 6

Sometimes when their trainer gives the hand signal for "Do something creative together," two dolphins circle a pool in
tandem and then leap through the air simultaneously. On other occasions the same signal elicits synchronized
backward swims or tail-waving. These behaviors are not simply learned responses to a given stimulus. Rather, dolphins
are capable of higher cognitive functions that may include the use of language and forethought. 

Which one of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument? 

A. Mammals have some resemblance to one another with respect to bodily function and brain structure. 

B. The dolphins often exhibit complex new responses to the hand signal. 

C. The dolphins are given food incentives as part of their training. 

D. Dolphins do not interact with humans the way they interact with one another. 

E. Some of the behaviors mentioned are exhibited by dolphins in their natural habitat. 

Correct Answer: B 

This is a Strengthen question so you have to shore up the author\\'s argument. The author concludes that dolphins are
capable of higher cognitive functions that may include the use of language and forethought. The evidence for this is that
in response to a hand signal for doing something together, sometimes the dolphins do a leap together, and sometimes
they swim backwards, and sometimes they wave their tails. The author also asserts that these are not simply learned
responses. So the author is assuming that they are coming up with these behaviors on their own. Choice [The dolphins
often exhibit complex...] helps the author because if the dolphins exhibit new responses to the hand signal, that supports
the assumption that the dolphins are coming up with this on their own, and are not simply repeating learned responses.
Think about it: if the behaviors observed were sometimes completely new, they couldn\\'t possibly be learned
responses. This strengthens the argument that dolphins are capable of higher cognitive functions and in fact use them
when responding to the command "does something creative together." 
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QUESTION 7

Passage 

The Marshmallow Test for Grownups 

(1) 

Originally conducted by psychologist Walter Mischel in the late 1960s, the Stanford marshmallow test has 

become a touchstone of developmental psychology. Children at Stanford\\'s Bing Nursery School, aged four to six, were
placed in a room furnished only with a table and chair. A single treat, selected by the child, was placed on the table.
Each child was told if they waited for 15 minutes before eating the treat, they would be given a second treat. Then they
were left alone in the room. Follow-up studies with the children later in adolescence showed a correlation between an
ability to wait long enough to obtain a second treat and various forms of life success. And a 2011 fMRI study conducted
on 59 original participants ?now in their 40s ?by Cornell\\'s B.J. Casey showed higher levels of brain activity in the
prefrontal cortex among those participants who delayed immediate gratification in favor of a greater reward later on.
This finding is important because of the research that\\'s emerged on the critical role played by the prefrontal cortex in
directing our attention and managing our emotions. 

(2) 

As adults, we face a version of the marshmallow test nearly every waking minute of every day. We\\'re not tempted by
sugary treats, but by our browser tabs, phones, and tablets ?all the devices that connect us to the global delivery
system for those blips of information that do to us what marshmallows do to preschoolers. 

(3) 

Sugary treats tempt us into unhealthy eating habits because the agricultural and commercial systems that meet our
nutritional needs today are so vastly different from the environment in which we evolved as a species. Early humans
lived in a calorie-poor world, and something like a piece of fruit was both rare and valuable. Our brains developed a
response mechanism to these treats that reflected their value ?a surge of interest and excitement, a feeling of reward
and satisfaction ?which we find tremendously pleasurable. But as we\\'ve reshaped the world around us, radically
diminishing the cost and effort involved in obtaining calories, we still have the same brains we evolved thousands of
years ago. This mismatch is at the heart of why so many of us struggle to resist tempting foods that we know we
shouldn\\'t eat. 

(4) 

A similar process is at work in our response to information. Our formative environment as a species was information-
poor as well as calorie-poor. The features of that environment ?specifically the members of our immediate community
and our interactions with them ?typically changed rarely and gradually. New information in the form of new community
members or new ways of interacting were unusual and notable events that typically signified something of great
importance. Just as our brains developed a response mechanism that prized sugary treats, we evolved to pay close
attention to new information about the people around us and our interactions with them. But just as the development of
industrial agriculture and mass commerce has profoundly altered our caloric environment, global connectivity has
profoundly altered our information environment. We are now ceaselessly bombarded with new information about the
people around us ?and the definition of "people around us" has fundamentally changed, putting us in touch with more
people in an hour than early humans met in their entire lives. All of this poses a critical challenge to our brains ?the adult
version of the marshmallow test. 

(5) 

Not only are we constantly interrupted by alerts, beeps, and buzzes that tell us some new information has arrived, we
constantly interrupt ourselves to seek out new information. We pull out our phones while we\\'re in the middle of a
conversation with someone. We check our email while we\\'re engaged in a complex task that requires our full
concentration. We scan our feeds even though we just checked them a minute ago. There\\'s increasing evidence
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suggesting that these disruptions make it difficult to do our best work, diminish our productivity, and contribute to a
feeling of overwhelm. 

(6) 

The agricultural and commercial revolutions were clearly net gains for humanity, making it possible for more people to
live better lives than ever before. It would be both wrongheaded and fruitless to suggest that we should turn back the
clock on these advances. Similarly, the information revolution is helping us to make great strides as a species. But just
as we need to be more thoughtful about our caloric consumption, delaying gratification of our impulsive urges in order to
eat more nutritiously, we need to be more thoughtful about our information consumption, resisting the allure of the
mental equivalent of "junk food" in order to allocate our time and attention most effectively. (This article has been picked
from hbr.org and has been edited for use.) 

Which one of the following best describes the organization of the passage? 

A. A study is presented, its results are discussed, an analogy of the study is presented with respect to another age
group, a new hypothesis that undermines the study is shown. 

B. A recently observed phenomenon is contrasted with a research study, justifications for the occurrence of the
phenomenon are given, recommendations to overcome the inconveniences created by the phenomenon are described. 

C. A study is presented and its results are discussed, its relevance with respect to another age group is discussed,
justifications are given for why the extrapolation is plausible. 

D. A research and the assumptions on which it is based are described, a contradicting study is presented, validity of
both the studies are questioned. 

E. A research study is presented, conclusions drawn from it are presented, evidence that undermines the validity of the
study is described, an evaluation of the evidence is presented. 

Correct Answer: C 

The passage starts off by describing the marshmallow study and its results. It further extends the discussion to how this
study could impact adults, the baits being phones and tablets, not candies and marshmallows. Subsequently, gives
reasons for why the abundance of information is pernicious to humans, reducing productivity and increasing a feeling of
overwhelm. Finally, it concludes by saying that this information revolution and technology is positively contributing to
humankind but should be used judiciously. 

Option [A study is presented, its results are discussed, an analogy of...] is incorrect primarily because of the last phrase,
which states that \\'a new hypothesis that undermines the study is shown.\\' The passage does not undermine the
original marshmallow study. 

Option [A recently observed phenomenon is contrasted with...] is incorrect because the author does not give any
recommendations to overcome the inconveniences caused by technology and the copious amounts of information. 

Option [A study is presented and its results are discussed, its relevance with...] is correct. The marshmallow study is
presented and its conclusions are stated. Further, the author extrapolates the study to adults. He also gives reasons to
support why this extrapolation is fair. Just as children were lured by the treats, so humans are lured by the current
technology. 

Option [A research and the assumptions on which...] is incorrect on multiple counts. Firstly, the assumptions of the
marshmallow study are not discussed. Further no contradictory study is presented. 

Option [A research study is presented, conclusions drawn from...] is incorrect because evidence to undermine the study
are not stated by the author of the passage. Also, there is no evaluation of the evidence. 
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QUESTION 8

The increasing complexity of scientific inquiry has led to a proliferation of multiauthored technical articles. Reports of
clinical trials involving patients from several hospitals are usually coauthored by physicians from each participating
hospital. Likewise, physics papers reporting results from experiments using subsystems developed at various
laboratories generally have authors from each laboratory. 

If all of the statements above are true, which one of the following must be true? 

A. Clinical trials involving patients from several hospitals are never conducted solely by physicians from just one
hospital. 

B. Most reports of clinical trials involving patients from several hospitals have multiple authors. 

C. When a technical article has multiple authors, they are usually from several different institutions. 

D. Physics papers authored by researchers from multiple laboratories usually report results from experiments using
subsystems developed at each laboratory. 

E. Most technical articles are authored solely by the researchers who conducted the experiments these articles report. 

Correct Answer: B 

A standard Inference question comes at us next, so as usual we\\'ll look to interpret and combine statements. Technical
articles written by multiple authors are increasing due to the increasing complexity of science. Fair enough. An example
of doctors from different hospitals co-authoring such articles is then given; no problem. Another example involving
physics papers is then offered, showing how authors from different laboratories collaborate on those. No obvious
connection jumps out, so let\\'s go right to the choices looking for the one that must be true. 

 

QUESTION 9

Of the many kinds of vegetables grown all over the world, which remains the favorite of young and old alike? Why, the
potato, of course. Perhaps you know them as "taters," "spuds," or "Kennebees," or as "chips," "Idahoes," or even
"shoestrings." No matter, a potato by any other name is still a potato- the world\\'s most widely grown vegetable. As a
matter of fact, if you are an average potato eater, you will put away at least a hundred pounds of them each year.
That\\'s only a tiny portion of the amount grown every year, however. Worldwide, the annual potato harvest is over six
billion bags- each bag containing a hundred pounds of spuds, some of them as large as four pounds each. Here in the
United States, farmers fill about four hundred million bags a year. That may seem like a lot of "taters," but it leaves us a
distant third among world potato growers. Polish farmers dig up just over 800 million bags a year, while the Russians
lead the world with nearly 1.5 billion bags. The first potatoes were grown by the Incas of South America, more than four
hundred years ago. Their descendants in Ecuador and Chile continue to grow the vegetable as high as fourteen
thousand feet up in the Andes Mountains. (That\\'s higher than any other food will grow.) Early Spanish and English
explorers shipped potatoes to Europe, and they found their way to North America in the early 1600s. People eat
potatoes in many ways-baked, mashed, and roasted, to name just three. However, in the United States most potatoes
are devoured in the form of French fries. One fast-food chain alone sells more than $1 billion worth of fries each year.
No wonder, then, that the company pays particular attention to the way its fries are prepared. Before any fry makes it to
the people who eat at these popular restaurants, it must pass many separate tests. Fail any one and the spud is
rejected. To start with, only russet Burbank potatoes are used. These Idaho potatoes have less water content than other
kinds, which can have as much as eighty percent water. Once cut into "shoestrings" shapes, the potatoes are partly
fried in a secret blend of oils, sprayed with liquid sugar to brown them, steam dried at high heat, then flash frozen for
shipment to individual restaurants. Before shipping, though, every shoestring is measured. Forty percent of a batch
must be between two and three inches long. Another forty percent has to be over three inches. What about the twenty
percent that are left in the batch? Well, a few short fries in a bag are okay, it seems. So, now that you realize the
enormous size and value of the potato crop, you can understand why most people agree that this part of the food
industry is no "small potatoes." 
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What is the main idea of this passage? 

A. Potatoes from Ireland started the Potato Revolution. 

B. The average American eats 50 lbs of potatoes a year. 

C. French fries are made from potatoes. 

D. Potatoes are a key vegetable in America. 

E. The various terms for potatoes have a long history. 

Correct Answer: D 

 

QUESTION 10

The village of Vestmannaeyjar, in the far northern country of Iceland, is as bright and clean and up-to-date as any
American or Canadian suburb. It is located on the island of Heimaey, just off the mainland. One January night in 1973,
however, householders were shocked from their sleep. In some backyards red-hot liquid was spurting from the ground.
Flaming "skyrockets" shot up and over the houses. The island\\'s volcano, Helgafell, silent for seven thousand years,
was violently erupting! Luckily, the island\\'s fishing fleet was in port, and within twenty-four hours almost everyone was
ferried to the mainland. But then the agony of the island began in earnest. As in a nightmare, fountains of burning lava
spurted three hundred feet high. Black, baseball-size cinders rained down. An evil-smelling, eye-burning, throat-searing
cloud of smoke and gas erupted into the air, and a river of lava flowed down the mountain. The constant shriek of
escaping steam was punctuated by ear-splitting explosions. As time went on, the once pleasant village of
Vestmannaeyjar took on a weird aspect. Its street lamps still burning against the long Arctic night, the town lay under a
thick blanket of cinders. All that could be seen above the ten-foot black drifts were the tips of street signs. Some houses
had collapsed under the weight of cinders; others had burst into flames as the heat ignited their oil storage tanks.
Lighting the whole lurid scene, fire continued to shoot from the mouth of the looming volcano. 

The eruption continued for six months. Scientists and reporters arrived from around the world to observe the awesome
natural event. But the town did not die that easily. In July, when the eruption ceased, the people of Heimaey Island
returned to assess the chances of rebuilding their homes and lives. They found tons of ash covering the ground. The
Icelanders are a tough people, however, accustomed to the strange and violent nature of their Arctic land. They dug out
their homes. They even used the cinders to build new roads and airport runways. Now the new homes of Heimaey are
warmed from water pipes heated by molten lava. 

Black cinders fell that were the size of ________ 

A. baseballs 

B. pebbles 

C. golf balls 

D. footballs 

E. hail-stones 

Correct Answer: A 

 

QUESTION 11
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The regulation that is proposed for dental insurance will contribute only small assistance to patients in the reduction of
costs for regular dental car. Although, the bill does limit the amount the dentist can charge for a regular visit, it does not
limit the expense amount that they can charge if a patient is in need of a special procedure, and it doesn\\'t place any
limits on the amount of times that the dentist may see a patient for the same occurring problem. This being the case,
instead of the patient being charged once, the dentist can bill the patient numerous times, and the total costs will not
reduce. 

The above argument is opposed to the new legislation based on: 

A. Identifying a loophole in the regulation proposal that allows dentists to charge patients the same amount of money on
a continuing basis. 

B. Implication that the regulation of dental care is impossible. 

C. The suggestion that procedures which are specialized are frequently done when a simple less-expensive procedure
would work equally as well. 

D. The suggestion that regular dental visits are much more expensive than specialized procedures. 

E. The suggestion that patients cannot distinguish between what appropriate dental care expenses are for any known
dental problem. 

Correct Answer: A 

 

QUESTION 12

So-called "engineered foods," usually in powder or liquid form, consist of protein that is distilled from natural sources
and supplemented with vitamins and minerals. Although the amino acids contained in such products stimulate the
production of growth hormones, these hormones produce growth in connective tissue rather than in muscle mass; this
does not improve muscle strength. Hence, athletes, who need to improve their muscular strength, should not consume
engineered foods. 

The argument depends on assuming which one of the following? 

A. An increase in muscle mass produces an increase in strength. 

B. People who are not athletes require neither stronger connective tissue nor muscle strength. 

C. If an engineered food does not improve muscle strength, there is no other substantial advantage to athletes from
consuming it. 

D. Consuming engineered foods that provide nutrients that can be obtained more easily elsewhere is unhealthy. 

E. Growth of muscle mass enhances muscle strength only when accompanied by growth of connective tissue. 

Correct Answer: C 

Here\\'s another assumption question, so let\\'s zero in on the components of the argument. The last sentence (signaled
by the Keyword "Hence") contains the conclusion: Athletes looking to improve muscle strength should not consume
engineered foods. The first sentence is largely irrelevant to this conclusion, but the muscle issue comes up in the
second sentence, where we learn that the amino acids in engineered foods stimulate growth hormones, which causes
growth of connective tissue but not muscle mass. The argument seems to make sense if increasing muscle mass is the
only possible benefit from engineered foods--but what if there are other benefits? Wouldn\\'t it then be reasonable to
infer that even athletes who are interested in increasing muscle still might benefit from these foods, and should consider
consuming them? This alternative possibility would wreak havoc with the argument, so the author must be assuming
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that outside of increasing muscle strength, consuming engineered foods confers no benefits at all to athletes. 

 

QUESTION 13

Conflict had existed between Spain and England since the 1570s. England wanted a share of the wealth that Spain had
been taking from the lands it had claimed in the Americas. Elizabeth I, Queen of England, encouraged her staunch
admiral of the navy, Sir Francis Drake, to raid Spanish ships and towns. Though these raids were on a small scale,
Drake achieved dramatic success, adding gold and silver to England\\'s treasury and diminishing Spain\\'s omnipotence.
Religious differences also caused conflict between the two countries. Whereas Spain was Roman Catholic, most of
England had become Protestant. King Philip II of Spain wanted to claim the throne and make England a Catholic
country again. To satisfy his ambition and also to retaliate against England\\'s theft of his gold and silver, King Philip
began to build his fleet of warships, the Armada, in January 1586. Philip intended his fleet to be indestructible. In
addition to building new warships, he marshaled one hundred and thirty sailing vessels of all types and recruited more
than nineteen thousand robust soldiers and eight thousand sailors. Although some of his ships lacked guns and others
lacked ammunition, Philip was convinced that his Armada could withstand any battle with England. 

The martial Armada set sail from Lisbon, Portugal, on May 9,1588, but bad weather forced it back to port. The voyage
resumed on July 22 after the weather became more stable. The Spanish fleet met the smaller, faster, and more
maneuverable English ships in battle off the coast of Plymouth, England, first on July 31 and again on August 2. The
two battles left Spain vulnerable, having lost several ships and with its ammunition depleted. On August 7, while the
Armada lay at anchor on the French side of the Strait of Dover, England sent eight burning ships into the midst of the
Spanish fleet to set it on fire. Blocked on one side, the Spanish ships could only drift away, their crews in panic and
disorder. Before the Armada could regroup, the English attacked again on August 8. Although the Spaniards made a
valiant effort to fight back, the fleet suffered extensive damage. During the eight hours of battle, the Armada drifted
perilously close to the rocky coastline. At the moment when it seemed that the Spanish ships would be driven onto the
English shore, the wind shifted, and the Armada drifted out into the North Sea. The Spaniards recognized the superiority
of the English fleet and returned home, defeated. 

The _______________ Armada set sail on May 9, 1588. 

A. complete 

B. warlike 

C. independent 

D. isolated 

E. answer not available 

Correct Answer: B 

 

QUESTION 14

Experts anticipate that global atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide (CO2) will have-doubled by the end of the
twenty-first century. It is known that CO2 can contribute to global warming by trapping solar energy that is being
reradiated as heat from the Earth\\'s surface. However, some research has suggested that elevated CO2 levels could
enhance the photosynthetic rates of plants, resulting in a lush world of agricultural abundance, and that this CO2
fertilization effect might eventually decrease the rate of global warming. The increased vegetation in such an
environment could be counted on to draw more CO, from the atmosphere. The level of CO2 would thus increase at a
lower rate than many experts have predicted. 

However, while a number of recent studies confirm that plant growth would be generally enhanced in an atmosphere
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rich in CO2, they also suggest that increased CO2 would differentially increase the growth rate of different species of
plants, which could eventually result in decreased agricultural yields. Certain important crops such as corn and
sugarcane that currently have higher photosynthetic efficiencies than other plants may lose that edge in an atmosphere
rich in CO2. Patterson and Flint have shown that these important crops may experience yield reductions because of the
increased performance of certain weeds. 

Such differences in growth rates between plant species could also alter ecosystem stability. Studies have shown that
within rangeland regions, for example, a weedy grass grows much better with plentiful CO2 than do three other grasses.
Because this weedy grass predisposes land to burning, its potential increase may lead to greater numbers of and more
severe wildfires in future rangeland communities. 

It is clear that the CO2 fertilization effect does not guarantee the lush world of agricultural abundance that once seemed
likely, but what about the potential for the increased uptake of CO2 to decrease the rate of global warming? Some
studies suggest that the changes accompanying global warming will not improve the ability of terrestrial ecosystems to
absorb CO2. Billings\\' simulation of global warming conditions in wet tundra grasslands showed that the level of CO2
actually increased. Plant growth did increase under these conditions because of warmer temperatures and increased
CO2 levels. But as the permafrost melted, more peat {accumulated dead plant material) began to decompose. This
process in turn liberated more CO2 to the atmosphere. Billings estimated that if summer temperatures rose four degrees
Celsius, the tundra would liberate 50 percent more CO2 than it does currently. In a warmer world, increased plant
growth, which could absorb CO2 from the atmosphere, would not compensate for this rapid increase in decomposition
rates. This observation is particularly important because high-latitude habitats such as the tundra are expected to
experience the greatest temperature increase. 

Which one of the following best describes the function of the last paragraph of the passage? 

A. It presents research that may undermine a hypothesis presented in the first paragraph. 

B. It presents solutions for a problem discussed in the first and second paragraphs. 

C. It provides an additional explanation for a phenomenon described in the first paragraph. 

D. It provides experimental data in support of a theory described in the preceding paragraph. 

E. It raises a question that may cast doubt on information presented in the preceding paragraph. 

Correct Answer: A 

This one is a slam-dunk to those who constructed a Roadmap. Indeed, both s 2 and 3 share the same purpose. 

 

QUESTION 15

Five racing drivers, Alan, Bob, Chris, Don, and Eugene, enter into a contest that consists of 6 races. The 

results of all six races are listed below: Bob always finishes ahead of Chris. Alan finishes either first or last. 

Eugene finishes either first or last. There are no ties in any race. 

Every driver finishes each race. In each race, two points are awarded for a fifth place finish, four points for 

fourth, six points for third, eight points for second, and ten points for first. 

If Eugene\\'s total for the six races is 36 points, which of the following must be true? 

A. Bob\\'s total is more than 36 points. 
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B. Chris\\'s total is more than 36 points. 

C. Alan\\'s total is 36 points. 

D. Don\\'s total is less than 36 points. 

E. Don\\'s total is 36 points. 

Correct Answer: C 

If Eugene has 36 points, then he must have 3 first place finishes and 3 last place finishes, because he finishes first or
last in every race. Therefore, Alan must also have 3 first place finishes and 3 last place 

finishes for a total of 36 points. 

Some of the other options may be true, but none of them are required. 
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