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QUESTION 1

The most appropriate place to check the pulse on a 1-month-old infant is: 

A. Brachial 

B. Carotid 

C. Popliteal 

D. Radial 

Correct Answer: A 

Brachial pulse is the appropriate pulse for a 1 month old infant. It is difficult to check the carotid pulse on an infant due to
the short, fat neck. Popliteal and radial pulses are also difficult to palpate. 

 

QUESTION 2

You enter a patient\\'s room and find the patient not breathing, no pulse, and unresponsive. You have called for help.
What is the next step? 

A. Bag mask ventilations 

B. Chest compressions 

C. Oxygen 

D. Open airway 

Correct Answer: B 

New standards in CPR emphasize chest compressions over airway, so the next step after calling for help is to check the
pulse and begin chest compressions. Chest compressions should be given immediately (30 for an adult patient), and
then followed by opening the airway and beginning respirations. Ventilation is only initiated when the airway is open or
patent, as oxygen is not needed until the patient is breathing. 

 

QUESTION 3

You need to read a Mantoux test on the child you are caring for. An area of induration measuring 10 mm would indicate
what result? 

A. Negative 

B. Positive 

C. Inconclusive 

D. Definitive and requiring a repeat test 

Correct Answer: B 
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An area of induration measuring 10 mm would indicate a positive result in children less than 4 years old. An area of
induration 5 mm or greater would be considered positive in any high risk patients, such as those with HIV. An area of
induration 15 mm or larger would be considered positive for patient four years old or older with no high risks for
tuberculosis. 

 

QUESTION 4

You are caring for a patient in cardiogenic shock who has a multilumen pulmonary artery catheter in place. What cardiac
output (CO) and pulmonary capillary wedge pressure (PCWP) would you see if the patient were unstable? 

A. CO 5 L/min, PCWP low 

B. CO 4 L/min, PCWP high 

C. CO 3 L/min, PCWP high 

D. CO 2 L/min, PCWP low 

Correct Answer: C 

A CO 3 L/min and PCWP that is high would indicate that the patient in cardiogenic shock is unstable. Normal cardiac
output is 4 to 8 L/min. The heart fails to pump, which leads to the cardiac output falling and PCWP rising. 

 

QUESTION 5

What is the normal intraocular pressure of the eye? 

A. 2 to 7 mm Hg 

B. 10 to 21 mm Hg 

C. 22 to 30 mm Hg 

D. 31 to 35 mm Hg 

Correct Answer: B 

The normal intraocular pressure of the eye is 10 to 21 mm Hg. The test used to measure intraocular pressure is called a
tonometry. This is how glaucoma is diagnosed. A patient with glaucoma would have an intraocular pressure of 30 to 70
mm Hg. 

 

QUESTION 6

What is the most appropriate nursing intervention if your patient\\'s heart rate drops during suctioning? 

A. Continue to suction. 

B. Limit suctioning to 15 seconds. 

C. Stop and reoxygenate the patient. 
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D. Notify the physician. 

Correct Answer: C 

If the patient\\'s heart rate drops during suctioning, the nurse should stop and reoxygenate the patient before continuing
suctioning. The nurse should monitor the patient closely during suctioning for any adverse side effects. If any side
effects occur, the patient should be reoxygenated. 

 

QUESTION 7

Which of the following would the nurse do when performing an otoscopic exam on a patient? 

A. Pull the pinna up and back. 

B. Pull the earlobe down and back. 

C. Use the smallest speculum available. 

D. Tilt the patients head forward and down. 

Correct Answer: A 

The nurse would pull the pinna up and back before inserting the speculum, holding the head slightly away and holding
the otoscope upside down like a large pen. The other three options are incorrect. 

 

QUESTION 8

Your patient stopped drinking abruptly and now complains of feeling wired and being on pins and needles. What should
your next intervention be? 

A. Monitor the patient for other symptoms. 

B. Determine the time of last drink, and assess the patient for other signs and symptoms of withdrawal. 

C. Assess the patient for all current substance use patterns, including time of last usage and withdrawal. 

D. Notify the physician to get an order for stimulate medication. 

Correct Answer: C 

You would want to assess for all current substance use patterns, including time of last usage and assess for withdrawal
signs and symptoms. The patient is displaying signs of withdrawal and will require treatment before he goes into
delirium tremors, which can become life threatening. 

 

QUESTION 9

Your patient came in to the emergency department with chest pain. Over the last hour the patient\\'s blood pressure has
dropped, pulse has increased and respirations have increased. What do you suspect these changes indicate? 

A. Cardiogenic shock 
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B. Cardiac tamponade 

C. Pulmonary embolism 

D. Aortic aneurysm 

Correct Answer: A 

The changes in vital signs indicate that the patient is going into cardiogenic shock. Cardiogenic shock occurs when
there is severe damage to the left ventricle. The patient may also display signs of decreased urine output and cool,
clammy skin. 

 

QUESTION 10

You are conducting a teaching session for mothers at a local school on rubeola (measles). Which of the following would
you not want to include in this education? 

A. Profuse runny nose, coughing and fever occur before the rash develops. 

B. The child may develop small, blue-white spots with a red base in the mouth 

C. Ears usually develop a rash first, which then spreads toward the feet. 

D. The communicable period usually ranges from 10 to 15 days after the rash appears. 

Correct Answer: D 

The communicable period for Rubeola (measles) is 4 to 5 days after the rash appears. The incubation period is 10-15
days. The blue-white spots found in the mouth during Rubeola are called Koplik\\'s spots. 

 

QUESTION 11

Which IV fluids would you need to hang with a transfusion? 

A. Lactated ringers 

B. Dextrose 5% and normal saline 0.9% 

C. Dextrose 5% and normal saline 0.45% 

D. Normal saline 0.9% 

Correct Answer: D 

The nurse should hang normal saline 0.9% with a transfusion. All other options are contraindicated due to clotting and
hemolysis. Normal saline is the only option that can be hung with a transfusion. 

 

QUESTION 12

Which of the following consent process will need to be followed for an 86-year-old patient going to surgery? 
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A. Give the patient time to process information. 

B. Family members should make decision. 

C. Ask patient to respond immediately so he does not forget. 

D. Give the patient reading material about surgery and postoperative instructions. 

Correct Answer: A 

The nurse should give the older patient time to process the information. The other options are not appropriate for this
patient because the patient should be allowed to make their own decisions if able, not be rushed and provided written
instructions in addition to time to process. 

 

QUESTION 13

You are caring for a patient who is receiving a platelet transfusion. Which of the following would indicate a therapeutic
effect of the transfusion? 

A. A decrease in temperature 

B. A decrease of blood oozing from puncture sites and gums 

C. An increase hemoglobin 

D. An increase hematocrit 

Correct Answer: B 

The patient receiving a platelet transfusion should begin to have a decrease in blood oozing from puncture sites and
gums. Platelets are necessary for proper clotting. Granulocytes would be given to decrease fever, and red blood cells
would be given to raise hemoglobin and hematocrit. 

 

QUESTION 14

You are working in a community that has just experienced a hurricane. You are trying to find housing and counseling for
those who need it. Which type of level of preventions are you representing? 

A. Primary level 

B. Secondary level 

C. Tertiary level 

D. Forth level 

Correct Answer: C 

The tertiary level of prevention is what the nurse is displaying. This is a reduction in the amount and degree of disability,
injury and damage following a crisis. The other options are incorrect. 
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QUESTION 15

You are caring for an unconscious patient who has had an arterial blood gas drawn. The results reveal a pH of 7.30, low
bicarbonate, a normal carbon dioxide level, normal oxygen level and an elevated potassium level. What would the
diagnosis be for this patient based on the laboratory results? 

A. Metabolic acidosis 

B. Respiratory acidosis 

C. Combined respiratory and metabolic acidosis 

D. Overcompensated respiratory acidosis 

Correct Answer: A 

This patient is in metabolic acidosis. With acidosis, the pH is always low. Low pH with low bicarbonate points to
metabolic acidosis. 
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