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QUESTION 1

In studying the autobiographies of Native Americans, most scholars have focused on as-told-to life histories that were
solicited, translated, recorded, and edited by non-Native American collaborators ?that emerged from";bicultural
composite authorship." Limiting their studies to such written documents, these scholars have overlooked traditional,
preliterate modes of communicating personal history. In addition, they have failed to address the cultural constructs of
the highly diverse Native American peoples, who prior to contact with non indigenous cultures did not share with
Europeans the same assumptions about self, life, and writing that underlie the concept of an autobiography ?that indeed
constitute the English word\\'s root meaning. 

The idea of self was, in a number of pre-contact Native American cultures, markedly inclusive: identity was not merely
individual, but also relational to a society, a specific landscape, and the cosmos. Within these cultures, the expression of
life experiences tended to be oriented toward current events: with the participation of fellow tribal members, an
individual person would articulate, reenact, or record important experiences as the person lived them, a mode of
autobiography seemingly more fragmented than the European custom of writing down the recollections of a lifetime.
Moreover, expression itself was not a matter of writing but of language, which can include speech and signs. Oral
autobiography comprised songs, chants, stories, and even the process whereby one repeatedly took on new names to
reflect important events and deeds in one\\'s life. Dance and drama could convey personal history; for example, the
advent of a vision to one person might require the enactment of that vision in the form of a tribal pageant. One can view
as autobiographical the elaborate tattoos that symbolized a warrior\\'s valorous deeds, and such artifacts as a decorated
shield that communicated the accomplishments and aspirations of its maker, or a robe that was emblazoned with the
pictographic history of the wearer\\'s battles and was sometimes used in reenactments. Also autobiographical, and
indicative of high status within the tribe, would have been a tepee painted with symbolic designs to record the
achievements and display the dreams or visions of its owner, who was often assisted in the painting by other tribal
members. 

A tribe would, then, have contributed to the individual\\'s narrative not merely passively, by its social codes and
expectations, but actively by joining in the expression of that narrative. Such intracultural collaboration may seem alien
to the European style of autobiography, yet any autobiography is shaped by its creator\\'s ideas about the audience for
which it is intended; in this sense, autobiography is justly called a simultaneous individual story and cultural narrative.
Autobiographical expressions by early Native Americans may additionally have been shaped by the cultural
perspectives of the people who transmitted them. 

The author of the passage refers to "self, life, and writing" (1st paragraph) most probably in order to 

A. identify concepts about which Europeans and Native Americans had contrasting ideas 

B. define a word that had a different meaning for early Native Americans than it has for contemporary Native Americans 

C. illustrate how words can undergo a change in meaning after their introduction into the language 

D. posit a fundamental similarity in the origins of a concept in both European and Native American cultures 

E. explain how the assumptions that underlie European-style autobiography arose 

Correct Answer: A 

As we noted in our analysis of the passage, the reference to not sharing "the same assumptions about self, life, and
writing that underlie the concept of an autobiography" makes a promise ?a promise that the author will explain what they
are, and how they differ. That promise is, indeed, fulfilled throughout the text. Option [identify concepts about which
Europeans...] is correct because it flatly and accurately identifies that phrase as the linchpin of the entire argument to
follow. 
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QUESTION 2

Passage The Marshmallow Test for Grownups 

(1) 

Originally conducted by psychologist Walter Mischel in the late 1960s, the Stanford marshmallow test has become a
touchstone of developmental psychology. Children at Stanford\\'s Bing Nursery School, aged four to six, were placed in
a room furnished only with a table and chair. A single treat, selected by the child, was placed on the table. Each child
was told if they waited for 15 minutes before eating the treat, they would be given a second treat. Then they were left
alone in the room. Follow-up studies with the children later in adolescence showed a correlation between an ability to
wait long enough to obtain a second treat and various forms of life success. And a 2011 fMRI study conducted on 59
original participants ?now in their 40s ?by Cornell\\'s B.J. Casey showed higher levels of brain activity in the prefrontal
cortex among those participants who delayed immediate gratification in favor of a greater reward later on. This finding is
important because of the research that\\'s emerged on the critical role played by the prefrontal cortex in directing our
attention and managing our emotions. 

(2) 

As adults, we face a version of the marshmallow test nearly every waking minute of every day. We\\'re not tempted by
sugary treats, but by our browser tabs, phones, and tablets ?all the devices that connect us to the global delivery
system for those blips of information that do to us what marshmallows do to preschoolers. 

(3) 

Sugary treats tempt us into unhealthy eating habits because the agricultural and commercial systems that meet our
nutritional needs today are so vastly different from the environment in which we evolved as a species. Early humans
lived in a calorie-poor world, and something like a piece of fruit was both rare and valuable. Our brains developed a
response mechanism to these treats that reflected their value ?a surge of interest and excitement, a feeling of reward
and satisfaction ?which we find tremendously pleasurable. But as we\\'ve reshaped the world around us, radically
diminishing the cost and effort involved in obtaining calories, we still have the same brains we evolved thousands of
years ago. This mismatch is at the heart of why so many of us struggle to resist tempting foods that we know we
shouldn\\'t eat. 

(4) 

A similar process is at work in our response to information. Our formative environment as a species was information-
poor as well as calorie-poor. The features of that environment ?specifically the members of our immediate community
and our interactions with them ?typically changed rarely and gradually. New information in the form of new community
members or new ways of interacting were unusual and notable events that typically signified something of great
importance. Just as our brains developed a response mechanism that prized sugary treats, we evolved to pay close
attention to new information about the people around us and our interactions with them. But just as the development of
industrial agriculture and mass commerce has profoundly altered our caloric environment, global connectivity has
profoundly altered our information environment. We are now ceaselessly bombarded with new information about the
people around us ?and the definition of "people around us" has fundamentally changed, putting us in touch with more
people in an hour than early humans met in their entire lives. All of this poses a critical challenge to our brains ?the adult
version of the marshmallow test. 

(5) 

Not only are we constantly interrupted by alerts, beeps, and buzzes that tell us some new information has arrived, we
constantly interrupt ourselves to seek out new information. We pull out our phones while we\\'re in the middle of a
conversation with someone. We check our email while we\\'re engaged in a complex task that requires our full
concentration. We scan our feeds even though we just checked them a minute ago. There\\'s increasing evidence
suggesting that these disruptions make it difficult to do our best work, diminish our productivity, and contribute to a
feeling of overwhelm. 
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(6) 

The agricultural and commercial revolutions were clearly net gains for humanity, making it possible for more people to
live better lives than ever before. It would be both wrongheaded and fruitless to suggest that we should turn back the
clock on these advances. Similarly, the information revolution is helping us to make great strides as a species. But just
as we need to be more thoughtful about our caloric consumption, delaying gratification of our impulsive urges in order to
eat more nutritiously, we need to be more thoughtful about our information consumption, resisting the allure of the
mental equivalent of "junk food" in order to allocate our time and attention most effectively. (This article has been picked
from hbr.org and has been edited for use.) 

A. 

ambivalence 

B. 

caution 

C. 

enthusiasm 

D. 

cynicism 

E. 

euphoria 

It can be inferred that the author believes that new age technology and the abundance of information must be used and
consumed with 

Correct Answer: B 

The last paragraph gives the answer to the question. The author mentions that "The agricultural and commercial
revolutions were clearly net gains for humanity, making it possible for more people to live better lives than ever before. It
would be both wrongheaded and fruitless to suggest that we should turn back the clock on these advances. Similarly,
the information revolution is helping us to make great strides as a species. But just as we need to be more thoughtful
about our caloric consumption, delaying gratification of our impulsive urges in order to eat more nutritiously, we need to
be more thoughtful about our information consumption, resisting the allure of the mental equivalent of \\'junk food\\' in
order to allocate our time and attention most effectively." 

Hence, he is not very pessimistic nor very optimistic about the technological advancements and the abundance of
information. Rather, he mentions that we must be more thoughtful about the way we consume that information. 

Option ambivalence means uncertainty or indecisiveness about which course to follow. The author is not ambivalent
about how one must use technology. Option enthusiasm and option euphoria are extremely positive choices. Option
cynicism, a feeling of distrust, is a very negative choice. 

 

QUESTION 3

Passage 

(1) 
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[1] The September 1906 edition of Cosmopolitan magazine recounts a story once told of an old Native American
chieftain. [2] The chieftain was given a tour of the modern city of New York. [3] On this excursion, he saw the soaring
heights of the grand skyscrapers and the majesty of the Brooklyn Bridge. [4] He observed the comfortable masses
gathered in amusement at the circus and the poor huddled in tenements. [5] Upon the completion of the chieftain\\'s
journey, several Christian men asked him, "What is the most surprising thing you have seen?" The chieftain replied
slowly with three words: "little children working." (2) 

[6] Although the widespread presence of laboring children may have surprised the chieftain at the turn of the 20th
century, this sight was common in the United States at the time. [7] From the Industrial Revolution through the 1930s
was a period in which children worked in a wide variety of occupations. [8] Now, nearly 110 years after the story of the
chieftain was told, the overt presence of widespread child labor in New York or any other American city no longer exists.
[9] The move away from engaging children in economically productive labor occurred within the last 100 years. [10] As
numerous authors on the subject have remarked, "Children have always worked." [11] In the 18th century, the arrival of
a newborn to a rural family was viewed by the parents as a future beneficial laborer and an insurance policy for old age.
[12] At an age as young as 5, a child was expected to help with farm work and other household chores. [13] The
agrarian lifestyle common in America required large quantities of hard work, whether it was planting crops, feeding
chickens, or mending fences. [14] Large families with less work than children would often send children to another
household that could employ them as a maid, servant, or plowboy. [15] Most families simply could not afford the costs of
raising a child from birth to adulthood without some compensating labor. 

(3) 

[16] One of the authors who noted that "children have always worked" is Walter Trattner. [17] During early human
history when tribes wandered the land, children participated in the hunting and fishing. [18] When these groups
separated into families, children continued to work by caring for livestock and crops. [19] The medieval guild system
introduced children to the trades. [20] The subsequent advance of capitalism created new social pressures. [21] For
example, in 1575, England provided for the use of public money to employ children in order to "accustom them to labor"
and "afford a prophylactic against vagabonds and paupers." [22] An Englishman stated, with regret, that "a quarter of
the mass of mankind are children, males and females under seven years old, from whom little labor is to be expected."
[23] This statement was consistent with the Puritan belief that put work at the center of a moral life. [24] This belief
shaped a citizenry that grew to praise work and scorn idleness. [25] The growth of the Industrial Revolution and
manufacturing, however, provided the greatest opportunity for society to avoid the perceived problem of the idle child.
[26] Now that more work was less complex because of the introduction of machines, children had more potential job
opportunities. [27] For example, one industrialist in 1790 proposed building textile factories around London to employ
children to "prevent the habitual idleness and degeneracy" that were destroying the community. [28] With the advances
in machinery, not only could society avoid the issue of unproductive children, but also the children themselves could
easily create productive output with only their rudimentary skills. 

(4) 

[29] Similarly, in America, productive outlets were sought for children. [30] Colonial laws modeled after British laws
sought to prevent children from becoming a burden on society. [31] At the age of 13, orphan boys were sent to
apprentice in a trade while orphan girls were sent into domestic work. [32] Generally, children, except those of Northern
merchants and Southern plantation owners, were expected to be prepared for gainful employment. [33] In other
locations, the primary motivation in employing children was not about preventing their idleness but rather about
satisfying commercial interests and the desire to settle the vast American continent. [34] Regardless of the motivation, a
successful childhood was seen as one that developed the child\\'s financially productive capacity. 

The phrase "agrarian lifestyle" (paragraph 2) could mean which one of the following? 

A. A condition of living where there were large families with little work 

B. A way of living where children were encouraged to work 

C. A difficult lifestyle with limited means 

D. A lifestyle concerning farms and its ownership 
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E. A manner of living where there were a large number of children in the families 

Correct Answer: D 

The context in which the term is used provides clues to answering this question. The context is as follows: "The agrarian
lifestyle common in America required large quantities of hard work, whether it was planting crops, feeding chickens, or
mending fences." 

Three examples of the agrarian lifestyle are mentioned - planting crops, feeding chicken, and mending fences. An
answer should have been one that encapsulates these three examples. Further, the line above says that at an age as
young as 5, a child was expected to help with farm work and other household chores. 

The three examples of planting crops, feeding chicken, and mending fences are concerned with farms. Hence, the best
option is option [A lifestyle concerning farms and its ownership]. 

 

QUESTION 4

Five racing drivers, Alan, Bob, Chris, Don, and Eugene, enter into a contest that consists of 6 races. The 

results of all six races are listed below: Bob always finishes ahead of Chris. Alan finishes either first or last. 

Eugene finishes either first or last. There are no ties in any race. 

Every driver finishes each race. In each race, two points are awarded for a fifth place finish, four points for 

fourth, six points for third, eight points for second, and ten points for first. 

If Eugene\\'s total for the six races is 36 points, which of the following must be true? 

A. Bob\\'s total is more than 36 points. 

B. Chris\\'s total is more than 36 points. 

C. Alan\\'s total is 36 points. 

D. Don\\'s total is less than 36 points. 

E. Don\\'s total is 36 points. 

Correct Answer: C 

If Eugene has 36 points, then he must have 3 first place finishes and 3 last place finishes, because he finishes first or
last in every race. Therefore, Alan must also have 3 first place finishes and 3 last place 

finishes for a total of 36 points. 

Some of the other options may be true, but none of them are required. 

 

QUESTION 5

In a school function ceremony, seven students, Amy, Bob, Chad, Dom, Elisa, Fischer, and Grant have to 

deliver their performances in seven consecutive slots, not necessarily in the order of their given names. 
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The following information is known about the order in which the students perform: 

Chad performs immediately before 

Dom Grant performs sometime after Chad There are exactly two performances made between the performances of
Amy and Elisa 

If Amy was the second to perform, who was the third performer in the ceremony? 

A. Bob 

B. Chad 

C. Dom 

D. Grant 

E. Fischer 

Correct Answer: B 

We know that Amy is the second performer. Thus, we can deduce that E must be in the 5th slot (since E cannot be
before A in this case). 

We know that C and D are consecutive with G following them. Thus, the only way possible is if C and D take up the 3rd
and 4th slots. However, G can be either in the 6th or 7th slot. This is represented below: 

Case I: 

Case II: 

However, in any of the three scenarios, the 3rd performer is Chad. 

General 

Let us denote the seven slots using the numbers 1 through 7 as shown below: 
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We need to fill in the names of the performers in each slot depending on the information provided. 

Let us name the performers Amy, Bob, Chad, Dom, Elisa, Fischer, and Grant as A, B, C, D, E, F and G. 

Let us look at the information given in the question stem and see what we have got: 

1.

 Since Chad performs immediately before Dom, we can write "CD" as an element implying that there is 

no one else performing between them. 

2.

 Since Grant performs sometime after Chad, and Chad and Dom are consecutive performers, Grant must perform after
Dom as well. Thus, we can represent the information as shown below: 

The "..." above implies that there could be none or at least 1 performer between D and G. 

3.

 There are exactly two performers between Amy and Elisa. This information can be represented as shown below: 

Thus, we see that the above information is NOT sufficient to assign even one of the performers to his/her corresponding
slot number. This implies that there would possibly be multiple solutions to the arrangements of the performers. Thus, in
order to solve the questions, we would need to use the information given in the questions. 
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