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QUESTION 1

Experimental psychology requires the application of statistics to interpret empirical data and assess their significance. A
person will not be able to understand such applications without training in statistics. Therefore, the more training one
has in statistics, the better one will be at research in experimental psychology. 

Which one of the following arguments exhibits a flawed pattern of reasoning most similar to that exhibited by the
argument above? 

A. Most people need the love and support of others; without it, they become depressed and unhappy. Therefore, in most
instances, the more love and support a person receives, the happier that person will be. 

B. Since in most jobs there are annual wage or salary increases, the longer one has worked, the more raises one will
have received. Therefore, in a typical job, the longer one has worked, the greater one\\'s 

income will be. 

C. The main cause of heart attacks is arteriosclerosis, the buildup of plaque on the interior wall of the coronary arteries.
It develops over an extended period of time. Therefore, if one is at risk for arteriosclerosis, one becomes more likely to
suffer a heart attack as one gets older. 

D. Since many disease processes are biochemical in nature, unless one understands chemistry one will not be able to
understand the explanations for many diseases. Therefore, if one has no training in chemistry, one will not be able to
master medicine. 

E. Since most disease processes are biochemical in nature, an understanding of chemistry will enable one to
understand most diseases. Therefore, one needs little more than training in chemistry to be able to master medicine. 

Correct Answer: A 

Here\\'s the first, and only pure Parallel Reasoning question of the section -- although, as mentioned above, has a
definite Parallel Reasoning feel to it. Mimic the flaw is our task, and let\\'s see, as always, if isolating the conclusion can
be of any help. And it\\'s not hard to find, signaled by the trusty Keyword "Therefore..." Paraphrased in general terms
(which is how we always want to treat the conclusion in Parallel Reasoning questions), the last sentence says that the
more of a certain thing you have, the better you\\'ll be at something else. Options [Most people need the love and
support of...] and [Since in most jobs there are annual wage or...] are passable on this front, including as they do a
"more X, more Y" style of reasoning, but the rest don\\'t conform at all: option [The main cause of heart attacks is
arteriosclerosis...] is element of likelihood has no counterpart in the original. Option [Since many disease processes are
biochemical in...] is "no training" doesn\\'t match "more training" in the stimulus, and this option is conclusion about what
will not happen is also out of place. Option [Since most disease processes are biochemical in nature, an
understanding...] is conclusion, meanwhile, deals with what\\'s required to do something, which also doesn\\'t conform to
the passage conclusion\\'s "more/better" structure. But there is a "requirement" element in the evidence, and that helps
us to differentiate between the right answer and the fourth loser. The most glaring element of the first sentence is that
one thing requires another, and comparing options [Most people need the love and support of...] and [Since in most jobs
there are annual wage or...]., only the first contains this element -- people need love and support. The second describes
a typical consequence of an activity(working), but that\\'s not the same thing. Options [Most people need the love and
support of...] is the only choice that mimics the two main elements of the passage: the "more/better" structure of the
conclusion, and the notion of necessity in the evidence. 

 

QUESTION 2

"Old woman," grumbled the burly white man who had just heard Sojourner Truth speak, "do you think your talk about
slavery does any good? I don\\'t care anymore for your talk than I do for the bite of a flea." The tall, imposing black
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woman turned her piercing eyes on him. "Perhaps not," she answered, "but I\\'ll keep you scratching." The little incident
of the 1840s sums up all that Sojourner Truth was: utterly dedicated to spreading her message, afraid of no one, forceful
and witty in speech. Yet forty years earlier, who could have suspected that a spindly slave girl growing up in a damp
cellar in upstate New York would become one of the most remarkable women in American history? Her name then was
Isabella (many slaves had no last names), and by the time she was fourteen she had seen both parents die of cold and
hunger. She herself had been sold several times. By 1827, when New York freed its slaves, she had married and borne
five children. The first hint of Isabella\\'s fighting spirit came soon after wards, when her youngest son was illegally
seized and sold. She marched to the courthouse and badgered officials until her son was returned to her. In 1843,
inspired by religion, she changed her name to Sojourner (meaning "one who stays briefly") Truth, and, with only pennies
in her purse, set out to preach against slavery. From New England to Minnesota she trekked, gaining a reputation for
her plain but powerful and moving words. Incredibly, despite being black and female (only white males were expected to
be public speakers), she drew thousands to town halls, tents, and churches to hear her powerful, deep-voiced pleas on
equality for blacks-and for women. Often she had to face threatening hoodlums. Once she stood before armed bullies
and sang a hymn to them. Awed by her courage and her commanding presence, they sheepishly retreated. 

During the Civil War she cared for homeless ex-slaves in Washington. President Lincoln invited her to the White House
to bestow praise on her. Later, she petitioned Congress to help former slaves get land in the West. Even in her old age,
she forced the city of Washington to integrate its trolley cars so that black and white could ride together. Shortly before
her death at eighty-six, she was asked what kept her going. "I think of the great things," replied Sojourner. 

Her change in name was inspired by 

A. a fighting spirit 

B. religion 

C. her freedom 

D. officials 

E. friends 

Correct Answer: B 

 

QUESTION 3

All teachers like some of their students. No teacher likes all of his or her students. If the statements are true, then all of
the following must be true EXCEPT 

A. some teachers like some of their students 

B. all teachers dislike some of their students 

C. no teacher dislikes all of his or her students 

D. most teachers like most of their students E. no teacher likes all of his or her students 

Correct Answer: D 

The passage makes no comments on the majority of a teacher\\'s students. 

 

QUESTION 4
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While historians once propagated the myth that Africans who were brought to the New World as slaves contributed little
of value but their labor, a recent study by Amelia Wallace Vernon helps to dispel this notion by showing that Africans
introduced rice and the methods of cultivating it into what is now the United States in the early eighteenth century. She
uncovered, for example, an 1876 document that details that in 1718 starving French settlers instructed the captain of a
slave ship bound for Africa to trade for 400 Africans including some "who know how to cultivate rice." This discovery is
especially compelling because the introduction of rice into what is now the United States had previously been attributed
to French Acadians, who did not arrive until the 1760s. 

Vernon interviewed elderly African Americans who helped her discover the locations where until about 1920 their
forebears had cultivated rice. At the heart of Vernon\\'s research is the question of why, in an economy dedicated to
maximizing cotton production, African Americans grew rice. She proposes two intriguing answers, depending on
whether the time is before or after the end of slavery. During the period of slavery, plantation owners also ate rice and
therefore tolerated or demanded its "after-hours" cultivation on patches of land not suited to cotton. In addition, growing
the rice gave the slaves some relief from a system of regimented labor under a field supervisor, in that they were left
alone to work independently. After the abolition of slavery, however, rice cultivation is more difficult to explain: African
Americans had acquired a preference for eating corn, there was no market for the small amounts of rice they produced,
and under the tenant system ?in which farmers surrendered a portion of their crops to the owners of the land they
farmed ?owners wanted only cotton as payment. The labor required to transform unused land to productive ground
would thus seem completely out of proportion to the reward ?except that, according to Vernon, the transforming of the
land itself was the point. 

Vernon suggests that these African Americans did not transform the land as a means to an end, but rather as an end in
itself. In other words, they did not transform the land in order to grow rice ?for the resulting rice was scarcely worth the
effort required to clear the land ?but instead transformed the land because they viewed land as an extension of self and
home and so wished to nurture it and make it their own. In addition to this cultural explanation, Vernon speculates that
rice cultivation might also have been a political act, a next step after the emancipation of the slaves: the symbolic
claiming of plantation land that the U.S. government had promised but failed to parcel off and deed to newly freed
African Americans. 

Which one of the following most completely and accurately describes the organization of the passage? 

A. A historical phenomenon is presented, several competing theories about the phenomenon are described, and one
theory having the most support is settled upon. 

B. A historical discovery is presented, the method leading to the discovery is provided, and two questions left
unanswered by the discovery are identified. 

C. A historical fact is presented, a question raised by the fact is described, and two answers to the question are given. 

D. A historical question is raised, possible answers to the question are speculated upon, and two reasons for difficulty in
answering the question are given. 

E. A historical question is raised, a study is described that answers the question, and a number of issues surrounding
the study are discussed. 

Correct Answer: C 

It\\'s not impossible, but probably difficult to precisely prephrase the correct answer for this Global "organization of the
passage" question, but we should at least review in our minds the major elements of the passage before hitting the
choices. There\\'s a discovery, a major question posed, and two possible theories to answer the question. Let\\'s take
that with us into the choices. 

 

QUESTION 5

Tragic dramas written in Greece during the fifth century B.C. engender considerable scholarly debate over the relative
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influence of individual autonomy and the power of the gods on the drama\\'s action. One early scholar, B. Snell, argues
that Aeschylus, for example, develops in his tragedies a concept of the autonomy of the individual. In these dramas, the
protagonists invariably confront a situation that paralyzes them, so that their prior notions about how to behave or think
are dissolved. Faced with a decision on which their fate depends, they must reexamine their deepest motives, and then
act with determination. They are given only two alternatives, each with grave consequences, and they make their
decision only after a tortured internal debate. According to Snell, this decision is "free" and "personal" and such personal
autonomy constitutes the central theme in Aeschylean drama, as if the plays were devised to isolate an abstract model
of human action. Drawing psychological conclusions from this interpretation, another scholar, Z. Barbu, suggests that
"[Aeschylean] drama is proof of the emergence within ancient Greek civilization of the individual as a free agent." To A.
Rivier, Snell\\'s emphasis on the decision made by the protagonist, with its implicit notions of autonomy and
responsibility, misrepresents the role of the superhuman forces at work, forces that give the dramas their truly tragic
dimension. These forces are not only external to the protagonist; they are also experienced by the protagonist as an
internal compulsion, subjecting him or her to constraint, even in what are claimed to be his or her "choices." Hence all
that the deliberation does is to make the protagonist aware of the impasse, rather than motivating one choice over
another. It is finally a necessity imposed by the deities that generates the decision, so that at a particular moment in the
drama necessity dictates a path. Thus, the protagonist does not so much "choose" between two possibilities as
"recognize" that there is only one real option. Lesky, in his discussion of Aeschylus\\' play Agamemnon, disputes both
views. Agamemnon, ruler of Argos, must decide whether to brutally sacrifice his own daughter. A message from the
deity Artemis has told him that only the sacrifice will bring a wind to blow his ships to an important battle. Agamemnon is
indeed constrained by a divine necessity. But he also deeply desires a victorious battle: "If this sacrifice will lose the
winds, it is permitted to desire it fervently," he says. The violence of his passion suggests that Agamemnon chooses a
path ?chosen by the gods for their own reasons ?on the basis of desires that must be condemned by us, because they
are his own. In Lesky\\'s view, tragic action is bound by the constant tension between a self and superhuman forces.
The quotation "[Aeschylean] drama is proof of the emergence within ancient Greek civilization of the individual as a free
agent." 

Suggests that Barbu assumes which one of the following about Aeschylean drama? 

A. Aeschylean drama helped to initiate a new understanding of the person in ancient Greek society. 

B. Aeschylean drama introduced new ways of understanding the role of the individual in ancient Greek society. 

C. Aeschylean drama is the original source of the understanding of human motivation most familiar to the modern
Western world. 

D. Aeschylean drama accurately reflects the way personal autonomy was perceived in ancient Greek society. 

E. Aeschylean drama embodies the notion of freedom most familiar to the modern Western world. 

Correct Answer: C 

Barbu, Snell\\'s cheering section, is trotted out in the passage to ascribe the Snell idea of human autonomy in decisions
to Greek civilization generally. He says that the plays of Aeschylus are "proof of" ?in other words, evidence for ?how the
idea of the autonomous human had begun to take hold in Greece.Well, that can only be true (and you might well have
pre-phrased this) if Aeschylus\\'s plays had some relevance to, or reflected, the texture of Greek society. It\\'s a
connection Barbu doesn\\'t explicitly mention in his brief little quote, but it\\'s a connection he must assume is there. Use
the Training Denial Test: If the plays didn\\'t at all reflect the broader ideas underlying Greek life and society, if they were
somehow anomalous or renegade, then the plays wouldn\\'t be "proof of" any generalization about Greek civilization
whatsoever. If option [Aeschylean drama is the original source of...] is false, Barbu\\'s little argument falls apart. 
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