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QUESTION 1

University of British Columbia (UBC) researchers have discovered a unique nerve structure in the mouth and tongue of
rorqual whales that can double in length and then recoil like a bungee cord. The stretchy nerves explain how the
massive whales are able to balloon an immense pocket between their body wall and overlying blubber to capture prey
during feeding dives. In humans, stretching nerves usually damages them. In these whales, the nerve cells are
packaged inside a central core in such a way that the individual nerve fibers are never really stretched, they simply
unfold. 

From the above passage, the reader can infer that __________. 

A. all whales have stretchy tongues 

B. human tongues can double in length 

C. stretching would not damage a whale\\'s nerve cell fibers 

D. tongue construction is important to these whales’ ability to survive 

Correct Answer: D 

 

 

QUESTION 2

Switzerland is a small yet diverse country. It consists of 26 member states, the cantons, each of them with its own
constitution, legislature, government – and a unique history. One of these is the canton of Solothurn. Its roots are in the
city of the same name which can trace back its history to Roman times, when it was known as Salodurum. Becoming a
Free Imperial City (Freie Reichsstadt) in the Holy Roman Empire in 1218 and joining the Old Swiss Confederacy in
1481, the city state of Solothurn grew in size through buying up available scraps of territory as well as some acquisitions
by force, finally reaching its current shape in the early 16th century. 

Original author: Patrick Borer. This article, Ambassadors, milkmaids, and hot air balloons, was originally published in
"The Public Domain Review. " 

The word constitution, as used in the above passage, most nearly means __________. 

A. arrangement 

B. body 

C. laws 

D. construction 

Correct Answer: C 

 

 

QUESTION 3
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The process by which the Roman legions came to serve so far from the Roman army\\'s birthplace began in earnest
during the Punic wars with Carthage. The Phoenician colony first clashed with the Romans when Rome\\'s success in
subduing its Italian neighbors drew it south to Sicily, which Carthage regarded as within its sphere of influence. In 265
B.C., after Rome\\'s expensive victory over Pyrrhus, Rome and Carthage found themselves at war over Sicily. The war
rapidly extended by both land and sea until the Carthaginians had to admit defeat and allow the establishment of
Roman control over the island. Rome soon after added Corsica and Sardinia to these beginnings of its overseas
empire. 

What area were the Romans and Carthaginians fighting over in 265 B.C.? 

A. Phoenicia 

B. Carthage 

C. Sicily 

D. Corsica 

Correct Answer: C 

Explanation: 

The passage states, "In 265 B.C. ...Rome and Carthage found themselves at war over Sicily." 

 

QUESTION 4

In 1948, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the resolution entitled the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. This resolution stresses personal, civil, political, social, cultural, and economic rights of people. 

In so doing, the article promotes __________. 

A. financial well-being only 

B. fundamental freedoms 

C. social unrest 

D. only one political party 

Correct Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Answer "fundamental freedoms". Fundamental freedoms, summarizes all the rights listed in the paragraph. 

 

QUESTION 5

The transistor, a small, solid-state device that can amplify sound, was invented in 1947. At first, it was too expensive
and too difficult to produce to be used in cheap, mass-market products. By 1954, though, these cost and production
problems had been overcome, and the first transistor radio was put on the market. 

According to this passage, ___________. 
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A. there was no market for transistors before 1954 

B. when transistors could be produced cheaply and easily, the transistor radio was put on the market 

C. transistors were invented in 1947 by order of the Department of Defense 

D. transistors are still expensive to produce 

Correct Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Products with transistors weren\\'t widely sold before 1954 because of the expense and difficulty of 

production, not because markets didn\\'t exist; so Choice "there was no market for transistors before 1954" 

is incorrect. 

Choices "transistors were invented in 1947 by order of the Department of Defense" and "transistors are 

still expensive to produce" aren\\'t supported in the passage. 

The passage states that the problem of transistors being expensive and difficult to produce was solved by 

1954. 
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